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Rural  District  Council  of  Flaxton. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937  is  herein  submitted  again 
showing  the  completion  of  a further  year’s  work  in  your  area.  There 
would  appear  to  be  no  activities  or  work  during  the  year  1937  which 
call  for  any  special  comment  and  I am  to  say  that  administration  in 
the  district  is  progressing  in  a favourable  manner.  Your  schemes  of 
sewerage  at  the  31st  December  are  nearing  completion,  and  I look 
forward  to  the  day  when  we  shall  have  all  these  properties  connected 
into  a proper  system,  and  this  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  by  the  pollution  of  watercourses  with  sewage,  permanently 
removed.  Water  services  all  appear  to  be  satisfactory  and  giving 
rise  to  no  difficulty  or  anxiety.  No  abnormal  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  has  occurred.  Scavenging  services  continue  to  be  satisfactorily 
operated  within  the  limits  usually  associated  with  private  contracts 
and  in  this  connection  I was  glad  to  see  that  the  Council  had  had 
before  them  a report  on  Closet  Conversion  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  It  was  a little  disappointing  that  your  Council  have  seen 
fit  to  refer  the  matter  back,  but  I realise  that  this  was  in  order  that 
the  position  may  be  more  clearly  considered  when  the  schemes  of 
sewerage  are  more  nearly  completed.  The  year  seems  to  have  been 
once  again  a somewhat  heavy  and  burdensome  year,  but  no  doubt 
special  matters  which  for  some  considerable  time  past  have  been 
engaging  the  attention  of  your  staff  will  give  place  to  more  routine 
matters  with  which  we  shall  be  able  to  progress  more  rapidly.  With 
regard  to  this  I note  with  pleasure  that  your  Council  have  decided  to 
appoint  an  Administrative  Clerk  to  assist  in  the  numerous  and  other 
duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  I always  considered  that 
this  was  a most  necessary  and  essential  appointment  and  I know  that 
it  will  result  in  increased  efficiency  in  the  work  and  duties  devolving 
upon  that  office.  I have  to  thank  the  Council  once  more  for  the  help 
and  courtesy  that  has  always  been  so  generously  extended  to  me  and 
to  thank  the  Officials  of  your  Council  for  their  ready  and  efficient 
service  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  S.  HEWITT,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  (Cantab). 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
STATISTICS. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  36,175  acres. 

The  Registrar  General  s estimate  of  the  resident  population  (mid 
year)  is  13,950. 

The  number  of  inhabited  dwelling-houses,  according  to  the  Rate 
Book,  as  at  31st  December,  1937,  is  4,110. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  year  ending  31st  December  1937  is 
£64,403. 

The  sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  at  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1937,  is  £255. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  lies  in  the  North  Riding  of  the  County  of  York,  and 
is  bounded  by  the  Rural  District  of  Derwent  and  the  City  of  York  on 
the  South,  by  the  Rural  Districts  of  Pocklington  and  Malton  on  the 
East  and  North  East,  by  the  Rural  District  of  Easingwold  on  the 
North  and  North  West,  and  by  the  Rural  District  of  Great  Ouseburn 
on  the  West. 

The  Area  forms  part  of  the  Plain  of  lrork,  and  is  extremely  flat, 
it  is  practically  devoid  of  hills,  but  is  intersected  by  shallow  depressions 
or  valleys,  which  form  the  watercourses  and  the  natural  means  of 
drainage  for  the  land. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  serious  difficulties  are  met  in  administration 
by  reason  of  this  flatness. 

There  is  still  no  sign  of  any  reduction  in  the  rate  of  building 
progress  in  this  area.  New  dwelling-houses  are  continually  being 
erected,  and  at  a rate  which  is  comparable  with  the  building  rate  of 
any  period  during  the  last  ten  years.  This,  of  course,  refers  to 
building  by  private  enterprise.  Much  is  heard  of  building  activities 
coming  to  an  end,  but  so  far  we  have  not  seen  any  real  evidence  to 
indicate  it  in  this  particular  area. 

The  district  comprises  twenty-four  parishes,  and  some  general 
information  as  to  the  individual  circumstances  of  these  parishes  is 
set  out  in  the  table  below.  The  inhabitants  over  the  larger  part  of 
the  area  are  engaged  in  agricultural  work,  but,  as  may  be  expected, 
the  greater  number  of  population  resident  in  the  more  densely 
populated  areas  of  the  district  find  employment  in  the  local  industries. 
The  principal  industries  in  the  City  of  York  and  surrounding  country 
are  the  Railway  Carriage  Building  Works  and  Confectionery  Works. 

Set  out  below  are  a series  of  tables  giving  various  information 
closely  tied  up  with  statistical  and  social  conditions  of  the  area. 
Table  A is  very  similar  to  a table  which  was  included  in  the  report 
for  1934,  and  has  again  been  brought  into  line  with  the  final  figures 
published  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Census  Return  for  the  North 
and  East  Ridings  of  Yorkshire.  This  table  clearly  shows  the 
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CENSUS  STATISTICS 
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■^K  These  figures  are  obtained  from  the  Census  figures  given  in  the  Returns  for  1901  and  1911  by  deducting  Temporary  Residents 
from  Total  Population. 
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constitution  of  the  Parishes  individually  and  the  area  as  a whole 
prior  to  the  revision  of  county  districts  and  subsequent  to  such 
revision,  and  shows  details  of  the  actual  alterations  and  amendments 

Closely  allied  to  Table  A are  Tables  B and  C,  which  give  details 
of  population,  etc.,  over  a period  of  thirty  years.  It  is  hoped  to  be 
able  to  retain  these  tables  in  future  annual  reports  from  year  to  year 
for  ready  reference  and  comparison  of  the  growth  and  alterations  of 
various  kinds  which  have  taken  place  in  this  area,  and  to  provide  a 
permanent  record  of  the  area,  past  and  present.  It  is  thought  that 
these  tables  will  be  of  continued  usefulness  for  this  purpose. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1937. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate...  128  125  253)  Grand  Total 

Illegitimate  1 3 4 257 

The  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  is  18*4. 

Males.  Females.  Total 


Still  Births  (Legitimate  4 1 5 Grand  Total 

(Illegitimate  0 0 O'  5 

The  Rate  per  thousand  (Live  and  Still  Births)  is  20  0. 

Males.  Females.  Totals. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  71  66  137 


The  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  is  9*8. 

Again  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  instructed,  in 
order  to  obtain  a local  adjusted  death  ^rate,  to  multiply  the  crude 
death  rate  by  a comparability  factor.  The  factor  for  the  Flaxton 
district  was  *97  so  that  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  95. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Registrar  General’s  Short 
List). 


No.  29,  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 
No.  30,  Other  Puerperal  cause 


Deaths 

1 

Nil. 


Rate  per  1000  total 


(Live  & Still) 

Total 

Births 

Total 

3-81 

1 

Nil, 

1* 

3-8 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  54*4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  54-4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
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Mortality  in  Special  Cases. 

Cancer  per  1,000  estimated  population  (all  ages)  ...  1-43 

Death  from  Measles  (all  ages)  per  1,000  estimated 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  per  1,000 

estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  -07 

Death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  per  1,000 estimated 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . - Nil 


Cause 


Prematurity 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage 

Congenital  Pyloric  Stenosis 

Epileptic  Fits 

Hydrocephalus 

Asphyxia 

Convulsions 

Pemphagus 


Deaths  Death  Rate  per 
1000  Births 


15  58-36 


TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  RATES, 


Birth  Rate. 

1933.  1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

14-4  148 

14-7 

14-8 

14-9 

Flaxton  Rural  Dist.  ... 

13-6  11-8 

15-3 

17-4 

18-4 

Death  Rate. 

1933.  1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

12  3 118 

11-7 

21 

12.4 

Flaxton  Rural  Dist.  ... 

8 1 8-7 

86 

9-6 

9-8 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1 

,000  births). 

1933.  1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

64-00  59-00 

57  00 

59  00 

58  00 

Flaxton  Rural  Dist.  ... 

Maternal  Mortality. 

75-50  50-30 

57-50 

34-90 

54-40 

England  and  Wales. 

Per  1000  live  births 

Per  1000  total  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1-40 

1*34 

Others 

2-41 

2-31 

Total 

3-81 

3 65 

Flaxton  Rural  D.C. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

3-83 

3-89 

Others 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

3-83 

3 89 

From  Sepsis 

From  other 

causes 

Deaths  from  disease  and  accidents 

of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  ...  Nil. 


Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

2 Measles  

3 Scarlet  Fever 

1 

' 

1 

4 Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5 Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 Influenza  

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

1 

2 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 Cerebro  Spinal  fever 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

1 

System  

4 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

10  Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

11  Syphilis 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  insane 

> 

' 1 

tabes  dorsalis 

l 

— 

1 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

4 

6 

10 

4 

2 

10 

7 

0 

12 

8 

14  Diabetes  

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

4 

2 

3 

4 

6 

5 

1 

2 

3 

16  Heart  Disease 

15 

20 

15 

14 

16 

14 

13 

24 

16 

18 

17  Aneurysm  ...  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

19  Bronchitis  ...  

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

5 

4 

3 

— 

5 

3 

— 

4 

2 

21  Other  Respiratory  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under 2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

24  Appendicitis  ...  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

26  Other  diseases  of  theliver,etc. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

5 

1 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

4 

2 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  

2 

— 

1 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature 

— 

— 

birth,  malformations,  etc 

6 

5 

2 

1 

7 

4 

2 

3 

7 

3 

32  Senility 

3 

2 

3 

7 

8 

2 

3 

3 

2 

6 

33  Suicide  ...  ...  

2 

• — 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

34  Other  violence  ...  

5 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill  defined,  or  unknown 

4 

4 

11 

4 

2 

4 

6 

6 

7 

5 

Special  causes  (included  in 
No.  35  above)  ...  

Small-pox  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  ...  

Polioencephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  s 

73 

67 

66 

51 

52 

55 

59 

68 

71 

66 

Grand  Totals  ...  140  117  107  127  137 
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There  have  been  no  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the 
year  which  are  noteworthy  or  warrant  special  comment.  The  whole 
of  the  district  has  been  generally  good  and  no  evidence  is  available 
that  such  unemployment  as  exists  in  the  area  has  exercised  any 
effect  on  the  health  or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
past  year,  and  no  comment  is  required.  There  have  been  no  causes 
of  sickness  or  invalidity  of  any  special  note  in  the  area,  and  we  have 
no  evidence  of  any  condition  of  occupation  or  environment  in  the 
area  which  has  had  or  is  having  a prejudicial  effect  upon  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Hewitt,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  (Cantab.) : Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  (part  time). 

Exchequer  grant  received. 

L.  Parker,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole 
time).  Certificates  held — Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(b ) Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

City  and  Guilds  of  London  Finalist. 

Certificates  Building  Construction,  Technical  Drawing, 
etc. 

Other  appointments  held — 

Surveyor. 

Water  Engineer. 

Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

Exchequer  grant  received. 

H.  Wall,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
whole  time). 

Certificates  held — (a)  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

(6)  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Exchequer  grant  received. 

A.  E.  Shearsmith,  Administrative  Clerk  (whole  time). 

A.  R.  Bowes,  Junior  Clerk  (whole  time). 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  provision  of  the  following 
services  during  the  past  year:  — 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(The  ambulance  facilities  have  been  quite  adequate  and 
no  difficulty  of  any  kind  has  been  encountered  during 
the  period  under  review). 
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(cj  Nursing  in  the  home. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(e)  Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  services  and  hospital  accommodation  available  to  residents 
in  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(a)  The  Laboratory  of  Pathology,  Albemarle  Crescent, 

Scarborough. 

(b)  Fairley  and  Partner,  35  Park  Square,  Leeds. 

(2)  Ambulance  facilities. 

York  City  Corporation  Ambulance  Service  for  accident  and 
non-infectious  cases  is  available  by  agreement. 
Infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  by  arrangement  with 
the  City  of  York  or  the  Acomb  Joint  Isolation  Board. 


(3)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  undertaken  by  the  Local  District 
Nursing  Associations  as  follows  : — 


Association. 

Parishes  Served. 

Population 

Served. 

1936. 

1937. 

Strensall 

Strensall  ...  ...  j 

Towthorpe  ...  ...j 

1040 

1057 

Huntington 

Huntington  ...  ...  \ 

New  Earswick...  ...  [ 

Earswick  ...  .. 

Towthorpe  ...  ...J 

4908 

5058 

Haxby 

Haxby  ...  ...  ...j 

Wigginton  ...  ...  j 

2110 

2184 

Total  Population  Served  ...  8058 8299 


(4)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics  for  this  purpose  are  provided  in  conjunction 
with  the  Nursing  Association  at  Strensall,  Haxby 
and  New  Earswick,  and  the  population  in 
parishes  set  out  in  the  table  above  are  served. 

Maternity  cases  can  be  admitted,  on  application,  to  the  York 
City  Maternity  Hospital,  and  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  can  be 
admitted  to  the  isolation  ward  of  the  York  County  Hospital. 

No  institutional  provision  is  made  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children,  other  than  that  provided 
by  the  County  Public  Assistance  Committee.  The  County  Council 
will  admit  maternity  cases  in  unmarried  mothers  to  the  York 
Maternity  Home,  Acomb,  after  investigation. 
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The  Centre  is  jointly  managed  by  the  Corporation  and  the 
North  Riding  County  Council,  the  former  being  responsible  for 
the  Ante  Natal  services  and  the  latter  the  Infant  Welfare  services. 

The  centre  is  open  weekly  each  Wednesday  and  is  proving 
to  be  very  successful. 

(b)  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  home  where  con- 
ditions are  suitable,  other  cases  are  treated  at  Sana- 
toria provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(c)  Orthopaedic. 

Crippling  deformities  in  children  below  school  age 
are  carried  out  in  the  Yorkshire  Cripples’  Hospital, 
Kirbymoorside,  and  in  the  County  Hospital,  York. 

(d)  Venereal  Diseases. 

Centres  are  held  at  the  York  County  Hospital  and  at 
Piccadilly,  York.  Patients  are  admitted  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

(5)  Hospitals  : Public  and  Voluntary. 

Accident  and  non-infectious  cases  are  accommodated  at 

the  York  County  Hospital  (a  Voluntary  Establishment). 

Infectious  diseases  cases  are  treated  by  arrangement  as 

follows  : 

FeYer,  etc.  Yearsley  Bridge  Isolation  Hospital  of  the 
York  Corporation,  or  Acomb  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Small  Pox.  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Huntington,  of  the 
York  Corporation. 

Accommodation  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious 
disease  in  the  area  have  given  rise  to  no  difficulty  whatever  during 
the  year  under  review  and  have  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

WATER  SERVICES. 

Water  services  in  the  area  remain,  during  the  year  under 
review,  unchanged  apart  from  minor  extensions  of  mains.  I am 
glad  to  know  that  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  extension  of 
water  services  to  the  Parish  of  Sand  Hutton.  Much  has  been  done 
with  regard  to  Water  Services  in  the  area,  but  we  should  all  be  very 
pleased  to  see  the  few  remaining  Parishes  which  although  very 
small  would  greatly  benefit  from  a pipe  service  so  supplied. 
Table  E is  appended  below  giving  details  of  action  taken  during  the 
year  and  samples  analysed,  etc.  The  piped  water  supply  in  the 
district  is  the  supply  controlled  by  the  York  Water  Company  and 
the  Malton  Rural  District  Council.  The  water  used  in  the  area  is 
the  same  as  that  used  in  the  City  and  the  area  of  the  Malton  Rural 
District  Council.  Adequate  sampling  and  control  is  taken  by  these 
Authorities  as  far  as  wre  are  aware.  The  supply  to  the  area 
generally  is  sufficient  in  quality  and  quantity  except  in  those  smaller 
parishes  not  served  by  a piped  supply.  In  these  areas  the  quality 
is  not  of  the  best  although  little  complaint  is  received  as  to  quantity. 
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TABLE  E. 


Samples  taken. 

Result  of  Bacterio- 

} 

Piped 

Well  re- 
paired 

Notice 

served. 
No  action 

No.  of 
Samples 

No.  of 
Houses 

logical  Examination 
and  Chemical  Analysis. 

supply 

provided. 

• 

and 

made 

good. 

taken  or 
works 
not  com- 
pleted. 

Totals. 

10 

10 

Polluted  and  Unfit ... 

7 

Nil 

3 

10 

4 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

6 

6 

Pit  for  drinking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

20 

- 

...Totals... 

11 

— 

3 

14 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  position  in  the  area  with  reference  to  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  is  unchanged  apart  from  the  splendid  progress  which  has 
been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  new  schemes  of  the  Council. 
There  appears  to  be  little  comment  required  upon  this  subject  during 
the  present  year.  The  coming  year  may  see  renewed  activity  in 
dealing  with  the  connecting  of  properties  with  the  Council’s  new 
sewers,  when  the  undertakings  are  complete.  The  table  appended 
indicates  the  position  as  to  sewerage  generally  throughout  the 
district. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Apart  from  minor  cases  of  pollution  no  circumstances  have 
arisen  calling  for  special  note.  This  matter  continues  to  exercise 
the  close  attention  of  your  officials  as  it  has  done  in  the  past. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  ' 

Progress  on  conversion  of  closet  accommodation  is  somewhat 
laborious  and  slow  and  though  some  work  has  been  done  in  this 
connection.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  when  they  give 
further  consideration  to  the  report  submitted  to  them  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  scheme  for  conversion,  adopt  it  and  make  an  effort 
to  rid  the  area  of  some  very  unsatisfactory  conveniences.  The  table 
given  below  sets  out  the  position  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


ALTERATIONS  TO  DECEMBER  31st,  1937. 


December  31st, 
1936 

Accommodation. 

Actti'd  I 

BY 

CONVERSION. 

Closets 

Total 

Est’ated 

Number 

by 

Building  1 
Deveiopmt 

Privy 

to 

Pail 

Closet 

I rivy 
to 

W uter 
Closet 

Pail 

closet  to 

W ater 
Closet 

Demol’ed 

With 

|Houses 

Privies 

eoi 

Nil 

— 3 

— 11 

Nil 

— 

874 

Pail 

Closets 

386 

— 

+ 3 

Nil 

— 4 

— 9 

368 

Water 

Clcsets 

2036 

+ 399 

Nil 

+ 11 

+ 4 

— 

2757 

Parish 

Hunker 

of 

Houses 

Council 1 3 
sewer  to 
York  City 
sewer 

Buttercranke 

33 

Claxton 

43 

9 

Clifton  without 

486 

486 

Earswick 

_ 

Flaxton 

88 

— 

Gate  He Ins ley 

51 

Hart on 

25 

— 

Hereby 

501 

9 

He Ins ley  Upper 

12 

Heworth  Without 

93 

9 

Holfby 

30 

— - 

Huntington 

650 

220 

lillings  iimho 

51 

Murton 

109 

Hew  Barswick 

606 

Oskaldwick 

238 

100 

Raw cl iff e 

201 

140 

Sand  Hutton 

48 

Stockton-on-Forest 

135 

_ 

Skelton 

78 

. 

Strensall 

266 

_ 

Towthorpe 

32 

War thill 

47 

Uigginton 

115 

Discharge  of 


To  .old 

■village  sewer 
di  o charging- 

watexvJburso 


sewage  direct  to 
watercourse  with 
or  without  tank  I 

treatment  or  to  ! 

cesspool 


45 


Discharge  to 
private 
sewage 
dispose,! 
schemes 


71 

51 

263 

30 

C 7 

J ~ 

23 


100 

38 

115 


88 


25 

175 

12 

55 

326 

5-1 

86 


138 

52 

48 

35 

52 

32 

47 


65 

38 

606 

9 

8 


- 


. 


■' 


■ 

; 

. !:  ml 
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The  above  table  will  show  the  following  percentages. 

(а)  Privies  ...  ...  ...  21*8% 

(б)  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  9‘2% 

(c)  Water  Closets  ...  ...  69-0% 

When  sufficient  time  is  found  to  study  the  records  which  are  at 
present  available  in  the  office,  accurate  figures  will  be  provided. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Scavenging  remains  unchanged  and  I feel  that  no  comment  is 
needed  in  connection  with  this  matter.  It  would  not  perhaps  be  out 
of  place  to  once  again  refer  that  it  would  be  a welcome  change  to 
transfer  the  duties  under  this  beading  from  private  contract  to  direct 
labour.  I believe  your  Council  broadly  speaking  prefer  such  a 
change  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  report  on  such  a change  will  be 
forwarded.  The  table  set  out  gives  details  of  scavenging  services 
in  the  area. 


Parishes 

Scavenged. 


Houses  Houses  Houses  Houses 
Scavenged  Scavenged  Scavenged  Scavenged 
December  December  December  December 
31st,  1934.  31st,  1935.  31st,  1936.  31st,  1937. 


Clifton  Without 

162 

193 

249 

486 

Haxby 

448 

480 

492 

501 

New  Earswick  ... 

597 

599 

599 

' 606 

Osbaldwick 

97 

175 

213 

238 

Rawcliffe 

98 

140 

174 

201 

Skelton 

74 

74 

74 

78 

Strensall 

263 

265 

270 

266 

Murton 

— 

94 

99 

109 

Totals 

1,739 

2,020 

2,170 

2,485 

The  figures  given  show  that  out  of  a total  of  4,110  houses  in  the 
area  at  December  31st,  1937,  2,485  are  scavenged,  giving  a percentage 
of  60-50%. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

TABLE  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Number  of  complaints  received 

Complaints  investigated 

Complaints  in  which  action  was  taken 
Complaints  in  which  no  action  was  called  for 


82 

82 

76 

6 
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Public  Health  Act , 1936. 

Statutory- 

Informal 


Total 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Statutory 

Informal 


2 

125 


127 


113 

12 

2 


Nil 

1 


Total  1 


Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act , 1878. 

Statutory 

Informal 


1 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

2 


Total  2 


Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations ) 1924. 

Statutory 

Infoi mal  . . •••  ...  ...  •«  ... 


2 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

3 


Total  3 


Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed  ...  Nil 
Legal  Action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Knackers  Act  1786 — 1844. 


Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Total  Nil 


Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


• • • 
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Rivers  Prevention  Pollution  Act , 1876. 

Statutory 
Informal  "... 

Total 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Statutory 

Informal 

Total 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901 — 1907. 

Statutory 

Informal 

Total 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act  (Amendment  Act),  1922. 

Statutory 

Informal 


Nil 

1 


1 


9 

5 

Nil 


Nil 

2 


2 


1 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

2 


2 


3 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Total  Nil 


Notices  complied  with 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed 
Legal  action  taken  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Statutory 

Informal 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

71 


Total  71 


Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed  ...  3 

Legal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Housing  Act , 1936. 

(See  separate  figures  under  Housing). 

Petroleum  ( Consolidation ) Act,  1928. 


Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  1 


Notices  complied  with  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  not  complied  with,  or  work  not  completed  ...  Nil 
Legal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


TABULAR  STATEMENTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

INSPECTIONS,  Etc. 


Ashplaces  and  Ashbins 

• . • ... 

22 

Bakehouses 

• • . ... 

3 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls 

• • • • • • 

6 

Cesspools 

...  ... 

30 

Closets — Water  ... 

• • . • • • 

6 

Privies  ... 

• • • • • • 

9 

Pail 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

• • • • • • 

536 

Drains — Inspected 

• • . . . . 

524 

Tested  ... 

• • • . , , 

169 

Factories 

• • • • • • 

5 

Houses  inspected  for  fitness  H.A.,  1936 

• * • ... 

52 

,,  ,,  for  permitted  no.  ,,  1936 

...  • • • 

165 

Re-inspections  ... 

... 

295 

Preliminary  visits 

• • • • • • 

47 

Houses  inspected  under  the  P.H.A.  ... 

...  ... 

18 

Houses,  re  Infectious  Disease 

• • • . . . 

46 

Meeting  with  Owner  or  Tradesman  and  miscellaneous  visits 

341 

Nuisances  and  Re- inspections 

• • • • • • 

331 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ... 

• • * . . • 

17 

Outworkers 

• • • . • • 

7 

Rats  aud  Mice  Destruction 

• • • • • • 

8 

Sediment  Tests  ... 

• • • • • • 

17 

Water  ... 

• • • . • • 

18 

Effluents 

• . i • 

Nil 

Rag  Flock  Act  ... 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

• • • ... 

398 

Schools... 

• • • • • • 

2 

Smoke  Observations 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Sewers,  etc. 

• • • • • • 

79 

19 


Sewage  Disposal  Works 

• • . ... 

71 

Shops  Act,  1984 

...  ... 

2 

Tips 

...  ... 

19 

Van  Dwellings 

• • • • • • 

4 

Temporary  Buildings 

...  • . • 

29 

Wells  and  Water  Supplies  ... 

...  13/134 

Workshops 

...  ... 

12 

Buildings — In  Course  of  Erection 

...  1024 

Sites  ... 

• • • • • • 

41 

Special  Visits  ... 

44 

Foundations 

• • • • • • 

...  202 

Completed 

Dwellings 

Other  Buildings 

...  207 

14 

Defects  found  ... 

...  419 

Bye-laws.  Contravention  of 

25 

Surveys 

...  ... 

4 

Dykes  ... 

...  ... 

...  130 

Town  Planning  ... 

...  ... 

79 

Petroleum 

• • • ... 

7 

Property  Maintenance 

• • • . . . 

6 

Court  Appearances 

... 

1 

Total 

...  6,892 

Letters  Served 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  3,327 

SHOPS. 

The  total  number  of  shops  in  the  area  of  this  Council  ascertained 
by  inspection  is  63,  of  these,  the  bulk  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Shops  Act,  1934.  A proper  register  was  prepared  in  1936  but  so  far 
it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  deal  with 
this  particular  question. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  abatement  in  this  district  is  not  one  of  importance. 
There  are  very  few  manufacturing  premises  and  none  give  rise  to  any 
real  difficulty.  Smoke  inspections  are  undertaken  when  necessity 
arises,  but  apart  from  smoke  arising  from  domestic  fires,  there  is  no 
cause  for  complaint.  Smoke  abatement  generally  is  specially 
observed. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

No  public  Swimming  Baths  or  Bathing  Pools,  either  publicly  or 
privately  owned,  exist  in  the  area.  We  believe  that  the  River  Foss 
is  occasionally  used  for  bathing,  and  it  may  be  that  when  the  Council’s 
proposed  schemes  of  sewerage  are  finally  completed  this  watercourse 
may  be  rendered  more  suitable  for  this  purpose  than  heretofore. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


(1) 

Council  Houses. 

Other  Houses. 

Found  to  be  infested 

Nil. 

1 

Houses  disinfected... 

Nil. 

1 

(2)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs  are : — 

By  fumigation  with  sulphur  dioxide  in  conjunction  with 
liquid  spraying  of  selected  vermicides.  Rooms  being 
stripped  of  paper  and  woodwork  removed  or  loosened 
(Hydrogen  Cyanide)  has  not  so  far  been  found  neces- 
sary. 

(3)  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  tenants’  belongings  are 
free  from  vermin  before  removing  to  Council  Houses  : — 

Examination  of  properties  to  be  vacated  is  carried  out  for 
indications  of  infestations.  No  infested  house  has  so 
far  been  observed.  The  question  of  the  freeing  of 
tenants’  belongings  from  vermin  has  not  so  far  arisen. 

(4)  Whether  the  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by 
a Contractor  : — 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(5)  The  measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  education  of 
tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing. 

No  action  found  necessary. 

SCHOOLS. 

Many  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  Schools  in  this  area  could 
be  much  improved  if  proper  services  were  available,  and  when  such 
services  do  become  available  I am  of  opinion  that  they  should  have 
further  attention.  There  are  14  Schools  in  the  area,  of  which  3 are 
well  equipped  with  modern  sanitary  conveniences,  adequate  water 
and  sewerage,  etc.  The  remaining  11  have  the  conveniences  usually 
associated  with  outlying  district,  e g„  Privies,  Pail  Closets,  etc. 
Of  these  latter,  7 are  provided  with  a sufficient  piped  water  service, 
whilst  the  rest  depend  upon  the  village  or  local  pump  for  water. 
The  principles  of  the  Memorandum  on  Closure  of,  and  Exclusion 
from  School  1927,  are  closely  followed,  and,  I believe  with  beneficial 
results. 

HOUSING 

I have  little  to  add  to  my  previous  observations  on  Housing. 
Your  Council  are  progressing  towards  the  completion  of  their  Housing 
Responsibilities  under  the  various  Housing  Acts.  The  position  will 
be  more  clearly  indicated  in  the  statistics. 


< 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 
OVERCROWDING. 


(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  20 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  136 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  43 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  None 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  Observed 
overcrowding  To  Date 

HOUSINGS  STATISTICS 
2.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  101 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  144 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelliug-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  86 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  98 

2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelliug-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  78 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

( a ) — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 
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( b )  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1J  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  officers. 
(Alternative  accommodation  arranged  between  tenant 
and  landlord).  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

( d )  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  COMPLETED  HOUSES. 

1933-37. 


Total  number  of  newr  houses 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

erected 

209 

293 

442 

292 

399 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  Local 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

— 

33 

Authorities  ... 

(8)  By  other  bodies  and 

Nil 

52 

213 

90 

170 

persons 

209 

241 

224 

203 

226 

i 


( 
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DETAILS  OF  PLANS  DEPOSITED  1983-37. 


Year. 

1933. 

1934.  1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

Total  No.  of  Plans 

172 

194 

196 

192 

167 

No.  of  Plans  of  dwelling-houses 

132 

121 

119 

100 

93 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  shown 

350 

379 

507 

215 

208 

No.  of  Development  Plans 

19 

21 

7 

18 

4 

No.  of  houses  shown 

842 

1068 

899 

416 

212 

No.  of  Plans  of  shops,  garages,  etc.  12 

12 

18 

13 

11 

No.  of  shops  and  garages  shown 

17 

15 

19 

17 

11 

Alterations  and  additions  to  dwelling  houses  18 

20 

25 

32 

Alterations  to  drainage  systems 

... 

10 

6 

10 

7 

Alterations  to  business  premises 

. . . 

2 

4 

4 

15 

New  public  buildings  and  alterations  to 

7 

5 

13 

10 

New  farm  buildings  ... 

2 

15 

8 

10 

INSPECTION  AND 

SUPERVISION 

OF 

FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  Supervision  of  production  and  handling  of 
milk  in  the  area  has  continued  throughout  the  year  as  before.  I have 
no  points  worthy  of  special  comment  and  I direct  your  attention  to 
the  statistics  that  follow. 


COWSHEDS. 

Dirty  milk  beasts  (number  of  farms)  ...  ...  11 

Dirty  utensils  cleansed  and  obsolete  Utensils  replaced 

(Groups  counted  one)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Floors  concreted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  limewaslied  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fold  yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  cowsheds  constructed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cowsheds  entirely  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Additional  light  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Premises  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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DAIRIES. 

New  Dairies  constructed  ...  ...  ...  H 

Dairies  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dairies  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Cowsheds  on  register  . — 

Cowkeepers  and  Milk  Purveyors  (retail)  ...  ...  116 

Cowkeepers  and  Milk  Purveyors  (wholesale^  ...  45 

Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Total  ...  195 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  475 

Average  number  of  beasts  in  milk  ...  ...  1493 


(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods.  Close  attention  has  again  been 
given  to  the  inspection  of  meat,  slaughter-houses,  shops,  etc.,  in 
your  area  and  places  where  food  is  prepared.  As  previously  stated 
in  this  report,  no  stalls  exist.  Supervision  of  slaughtering  in  any 
Rural  District  always  comprises  a never  ending  problem,  a problem 
requiring  constant  attention  and  keenest  watchfulness.  The  control 
of  meat  supplies  as  in  Rural  areas  is  a most  difficult  problem  as  I 
have  from  time  to  time  previously  submitted  in  these  reports.  Once 
again  may  I say  that  the  real  problem  is  not  connected  with  the 
established  private  slaughter-houses  and  shops  but  more  with  the 
surreptitious  trading  in  diseased  meat  from  Knacker  Yards  and 
Farm  premises.  Our  experience  indicates  that  traders  retailing 
diseased  meat  usually  originate  in  the  larger  cities  and  towns,  and 
by  their  activities  in  the  rural  areas  and  by  their  willingness  to 
provide  a market  they  encourage  the  selling  and  disposal  of  such 
meat.  Once  again  I wish  to  state  that  in  my  opioion,  such  cities 
and  towns  do  not  concentrate  on  this  problem  on  these  lines. 

It  they  would  stop  the  market,  and  I believe  it  is  possible  that 
they  are  in  a position  to  do  so,  they  have  stopped  the  trading.  In 
criminal  cases  of  theft  the  law  looks  more  severely  on  the  person 
disposing  of  the  goods  than  the  thief,  and  this  I believe  should  be  the 
case  with  illegal  trading  in  meat. 

Only  two  Knackers  premises  operate  in  this  area,  and  both  have 
well  equipped  Knackers  Yards  and  in  addition  slaughter-houses  for 
slaughtering  for  human  food,  which  are  licensed  for  this  purpose. 
This  issue  of  licences  to  slaughter  animals  for  human  consumption 
at  these  two  Knackers  Yards  was  carried  out  with  stringent 
conditions  attached  to  the  licence  and  largely  by  way  of  an 
experiment,  and  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  right  and  proper  that  there 
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should  be  a legitimate  clearing  house  for  fallen  stock,  much  of  which 
is  sound  and  saleable,  and  I still  believe  such  premises  are  the 
proper  premises  for  the  gathering  together  and  disposal  of  such 
stock  subject  to  strict  supervision  and  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
licence.  This  experiment  has  worked  exceedingly  well  and  done 
much  to  stop  illegal  trading  in  meat  in  this  area.  Certain  points  in 
connection  with  one  of  the  Knacker  Yards  does  give  rise  to  some 
anxiety  as  to  whether  or  not  there  is  still  some  evasion  taking  place. 

No  evidence  of  such  has  at  any  time  been  found,  and  it  may  be  that 
in  supervising  this  particular  kind  of  business  we  tend  to  become 
over  suspicious.  It  is  possible  in  the  area  to  inspect  practically 
every  animal  of  every  kind  slaughtered,  but  it  is  not  practicable  to 
carry  out  ante  mortem  inspections  except  in  a few  instances.  To 
carry  out  ante  mortem  inspections  would  necessitate  visiting  the 
slaughter-houses  shortly  before  the  normal  time  of  slaughtering  and 
waiting  then  until  slaughtering  was  complete,  inspecting  organs  and 
viscera  as  removed  from  the  carcase  in  the  course  of  dressing.  This 
is  as  it  should  be  but  the  amount  of  time  involved  is  such  that  if 
this  practice  were  to  be  carried  out  in  the  area,  it  would  necessitate 
almost  a full  time  inspector  for  this  class  of  work  only.  Request  for 
such  an  appointment  has  never  been  made  to  this  Local  Authority, 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  that  should  such  a request  be  made 
to  the  Local  Authority,  they  would  not  be  very  favourably  inclined 
to  grant  it.  The  centralization  of  slaughtering  would  do  much 
towards  ensuring  the  practicability  of  employing  a sufficient  staff  to 
supervise  every  stage  of  slaughtering  of  an  animal  including  an  ante 
mortem  inspection,  but  centralization  of  slaughtering  is  not  the  cure, 
as  I have  stated  previously,  for  illegal  trading  in  meat.  No  meat 
marketing  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  the  district. 

(c)  Shops.  Shops  in  this  district  are  not  very  numerous 
There  are  approximately  60  shops  of  every  description  [i.e.,  grocers, 
confectioners,  retail  bakehouses,  cafes,  etc.)  which  store  and  sell 
food.  Butchers’  shops  only  number  six,  and  these  are  frequently 
visited  and  inspected.  In  connection  with  shops  selling  meat,  fish, 
etc.,  we  find  that  they  are  very  well  kept  and  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  We  have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  this  district  with  the 
exposure  of  meat  to  dust  and  contamination  by  reason  of  open 
windows.  As  this  Council  is  not  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act.  1928,  no  routine  inspection  of 
food  shops  such  as  grocers,  etc.,  is  carried  out. 

(d)  Ice  Cream  Shops.  We  have  no  shops  or  premises  in  the 
area  in  which  ice  cream  is  made  for  wholesale  or  retail  sale,  and,  so 
far  as  can  be  judged,  the  making  of  ice  cream  by  small  individual 
shopkeepers,  etc.,  appears  to  be  a practice  which  is  fast  becoming 
extinct,  and  being  replaced  by  the  excellent  manufacturing  and 
distributing  facilities  of  the  several  large  wholesale  Ice  Cream 
Manufacturers.  These  would  appear  to  me  to  be  a very  good  thing; 
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large  manufacturers  are  in  a position  to  set  apart  well  constructed, 
hygienic  and  cleanly  buildings,  provided  with  special  expert  staffs, 
fully  and  adequately  supervised,  which  results  in  the  turning 
out  of  a product  for  human  consumption  which  must  he  far  in 
advance  of  the  product  generally  produced  in  these  very  small 
premises,  which  lack  equipment,  staff,  and  everything  essential  to 
satisfactory  production.  And  so  in  this  area  we  have  only  two  or 
three  shops  supplying  ice  cream  from  cabinets  of  wholesale 
manufacturers,  which  products  are  hygienically  wrapped  and 
protected,  and  with  reasonable  care  and  cleanliness  are  free  from 
risk  of  contamination. 

(e)  Stalls.  This  district  has  no  market  of  any  description,  the 
nearest  town,  which  is  the  City  of  York,  being  the  market  town  for 
the  area.  No  stalls  of  any  description  are  ever  erected  w'ithin  the 
district ; we  have  not  even  seen  the  erection  of  temporary  stalls,  so 
often  seen  in  the  country  for  the  special  use  of  travellers,  both  foot 
and  otherwise. 

(f)  Vehicles.  Apart  from  the  few  butchers’  vans,  etc.,  there 
are  no  vehicles  in  the  area  which  need  attention  and  supervision. 
Butchers’  vans,  etc.,  are  frequently  inspected,  but  never  give  rise  to 
any  difficulty.  We  do  attach  great  importance  to  the  transport  of 
meat,  etc.,  by  bicycles.  On  this  class  of  vehicle  it  is  often  possible 
for  food  in  transit  to  become  exposed  to  gross  contamination,  and 
care  and  attention  is  exercised  to  see  that  goods  so  transported  are 
properly  kept  and  protected. 

(g)  Premises  for  the  Preparation  of  Foods.  The  district 
has  no  manufacturing  premises  of  any  kind  for  the  preparation  of 
food  of  any  description  for  wholesale  distribution,  and  there  are  no 
premises  in  the  area  where  food  is  gathered  together  in  the  nature 
of  warehouse  accommodation  for  redistribution.  There  are  one  or 
two  premises  where  made  up  foods  are  prepared  for  retail  sale,  and 
there  are  two  or  three  bakehouses  in  the  area.  These  premises  are 
inspected  at  varying  intervals,  and,  on  the  whole,  are  very 
•atisfactory  and  well  kept. 
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Registered  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licensed  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  9 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  398 


Meat  Marking. — No  scheme  under  part  three  of  the  Public 
Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  as  to  the  marking  of  meat  is  in  force 
in  this  area. 

Food  Adulteration.  The  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act, 
1928,  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Condensed 
Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk) 
Regulations,  1934  and  1927,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservative, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927,  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council,  and  no  action  by  the  District  Council  is  taken 
thereunder. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  The 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  food  in  this  district  is 
confined  to  Water  and  Milk  samples,  and  this  work  is  carried  out 
either  at  the  Laboratories  of  Messrs.  Fairley  and  Partners,  35  Park 
Square,  Leeds,  or  at  The  Laboratory  of  Pathology,  Albemarle  Crescent, 
Scarborough. 

Nutrition.  No  special  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  nutrition. 

Shell  Fish  (Molluscan).  The  district  of  this  Council  is  an 
inland  area,  and  there  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  within  the 
district.  There  is  only  one  fish  shop  in  the  area,  although  there  are 
three  shops  which  sell  fish  on  certain  days,  as  a subsidary  to  the  trade 
of  fish  frying.  Shell  fish  is  rarely,  if  ever,  sold  on  these  premises. 
The  marketing  of  shell  fish  would  appear  to  be  confined  to  the 
heighbouring  City  of  York. 


PREVELANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OYER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASE. 

No  untoward  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  of  any  kind  has 
been  notified  during  the  year  under  review,  and  no  special  comment 
is  required  on  the  cases  which  have  occurred.  The  number  of 
Diphtheria  cases  is  higher  than  for  1936  or  1935  but  there  was  no 
special  cause  for  the  increase,  the  cases  occuring  in  various  parts  of 
the  area.  No  case  of  Diphtheria  had  received  immunisation 
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treatment.  Diphtheria  ante  toxin  is  promptly  used  in  erery  case 
immediately  upon  admission  to  the  Hospital.  Perhaps  more  wide- 
spread use  could  be  made  of  the  toxin  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
immediately  they  suspected  Diphtheria  in  their  patients.  No  difficulty 
has  been  found  at  any  time  as  to  the  securing  of  Hospital  accommod- 
ation and  all  cases  are  admitted  which  require  Hospital  treatment 
and  which  cannot  be  effectively  treated  at  home.  No  action  has 
been  taken  to  shorten  the  stay  of  uncomplicated  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  as  in  one  or  two  instances  in  the  past  a further  spread  has 
been  indicated  by  early  returned  cases.  No  steps  have  been  taken 
in  the  area  for  the  admission  of  measles  or  whooping  cough.  School 
intimations  are  carefully  noted  and  watched  for  evidence  of  epidemics 
also  indications  of  spread  of  infection.  The  Council  inaugurated  a 
scheme  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  1935,  and  circulars  are 
freqeuntly  forwarded  to  schools  throughout  the  area  reminding  them 
of  free  treatment  and  pamphlets  are  also  distributed  amongst  parents 
and  others  of  the  scheme.  Approximately  310  children  and  adults 
were  immunised  under  the  Scheme  up  to  the  end  of  December,  1937. 
A case  of  Anthrax  in  an  animal  occurred  during  the  year  and  the 
slaughterer  of  the  animal  was  innoculated  by  your  Council's  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  No  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  persons  coming 
into  contact  with  the  animal  was  noted.  The  tables  set  out  the 
incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  and  deaths  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

The  Local  Authority,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  not  found  it 
possible  to  assist  the  County  Council  in  the  prevention  of  Blindness, 
and  so  far  no  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925.  Should  the  Council  be  made  aware  of  any  useful 
work  which  they  could  perform  under  this  Act,  I am  sure  they  would 
be  only  too  willing  to  co-operate  in  any  way. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  amongst  milk  workers  is  very  closely  watched  in 
this  area,  and  according  to  the  records  which  have  from  time  to  time 
been  obtained,  there  are  no  persons  at  the  present  time  engaged  in 
the  handling  or  distributing  of  milk  who  are  affected  with  tuberculosis, 
and  no  action  has  been  called  for  during  the  year  under  review  under 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
No  persons  in  the  area  have  been  compulsorily  removed  to  Hospital 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  and  no  persons  to 
whom  this  Section  would  apply  have  been  observed 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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During  the  year  there  were  21  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  as 
shown  in  the  table  above.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  3 of 
these  cases  were  notified  from  the  North  Riding  Mental  Hospital,  Clifton, 
York,  and  1 death  from  Respiratory  causes,  from  New  Earswick. 

Of  the  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  one  was  a case  which  had 
previously  been  notified  and  2 were  cases  which  had  not  been 
notified.  All  diagnosed  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  readily  notified,  and 
there  has  been  no  case  or  cause  for  action  to  be  taken  for  refusal  or 
wilful  neglect  to  notify. 


